
 Refertilising Wester Ross 8th April 2016 
 

 

 Chairman:  Prof Dave Barclay  

10:10  Peter Cunningham (WRFT) ΨCŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ϧ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊ wƻǎǎΩ  

10:40  Dr James Merryweather (WREN  & SLEF) Ψbƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΚ bƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΗΩ  

     Tea break  

11:30  Dr Scott Newey (Hutton Institute) Ψ5ŜŜǊ /ŀǊŎŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǎŎŀǾŜƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǎƻƛƭ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ϧ ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜǎΩ 

12:00  Dr Adam Smith (GWCT) ΨaƻƻǊƭŀƴŘ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ƎǊƻǳǎŜ ŎƘŀǎŜΚΩ 

  Lunch (12:30 to 13:15) 

13:20  Simon McKelvey (Cromarty FT) ΨbǳǘǊƛŜƴǘ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¦ǇƭŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜŀƳǎΩ 

13:50  Prof Davy McCracken (SRUC) Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛƭƭ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ croftingΚΩ 

  Tea break & Workshop session 

15:00  Possible presentation(s) from youngsters. . .  [titles to follow!]  

15:30  Conclusions of workshop session & general discussion    

16:15  Summing up. 



Field trip at Beinn Eighe NNR, 7th April 2016 (photo by Peter Cunningham) 



Raptor perch in Beinn Eighe NNR 
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The overall Purpose 
of the Wester Ross 
Fisheries Trust is: 

 
To maximise and 

sustain the natural 
productivity of wild 
salmonid fisheries in 
the rivers and lochs 

of Wester Ross.  

Beinn 

Eighe NNR 



Outline of talk 
 

1. What is fertility? 

2. Phosphorus as a limiting nutrient 

3. Fertile places in Wester Ross 

4. Ecosystems and nutrient cycling 

5. Fire 

6. Animal export  

7. Recap and restoration proposal 

 



 
Picture by Ben Rushbrooke 

In Wester Ross, 
soils are thin and 
generally infertile: 
 
Land of glaciated 
mountains, lochs and 
short, swiftly flowing 
salmon rivers . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Picture by Ben Rushbrooke Torridon and Liathach by Lulu Strader, Sept 2010 
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. . . underlain by  
Torridonian sandstone 
and Lewisian Gneiss. 
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Lewisian gneiss and Torridonian sandstone: hard, 
resistant to weathering, un-yielding rock. 
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Barren mountains . . .  
 

Beinn Eighe NNR: how natural? 



Sparsely vegetated slopes 

Beinn Damh forest: where are the trees? 


