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REFERTILISING WESTER ROSS 



Fertility = Fertiliser? 



Not in the Real World 



This talk is about 

BIODIVERSITY and Fertility 

(not fertiliser) 
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COMPARE 



NOW YOU SEE IT? 

ɣɤ ɮɤɪ əɤɣÜɩ! 

James Merryweather 



WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT SOIL  

Biodiversity V 

Biotic Networks V 

Biotic Interactions V 

Food Webs/Cascades V 

Community Structure V 

Ecosystem Integrity V 

óAliveô V 

Vulnerable to: 

Disturbance V 

Disruption V 

Desiccation V 

Intoxication V 

Smothering V 

Incineration V 
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SLIME MOULDS  
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! WE KNOW ALL THIS ! 



ɞÜɼ ʃɾɻɳ ʈɾʄÜʅɴ ʁɴɰɳ ß 



MYCORRHIZA 

MYCO ï (R)RHIZA  

mukaV   -  riza 

FUNGUS - ROOT 



mycorrhiza 

Mycorrhiza  
Symbiosis of plants 

and soil fungi in roots 

ñMycorrhizas, not roots, are the chief 

organs of nutrient uptake by land plants.ò 
Smith & Read (1997). Mycorrhizal Symbiosis. 
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AN ECOSYSTEM 
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REPEAT? 

AN ECOSYSTEM 
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INTERLINKED  

ABOVE GROUND  

BELOW GROUND  
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INERT STUFF 
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INERT STUFF? 



ECOLOGICALLY 

BIODIVERSITY  
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ñItôs an 
ex-parrotò 



OBSERVE 



1945 1943 

READ 



Sherwood Forest 
Transylvania County 
N. Carolina, U.S.A. 

THINK 



IMAGINE 



IMAGINE 


